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PROLOGUE

ENCOUNTERING
BOURDIEU

My path to Bourdieu has been long and arduous, str'cwn Witl'l skepticism
and irritation. His sentences are long, his paragraphs riddles, his essays pet-
plexing, his knowledge intimidating, his books exhausting, and hls1 (;a.mi
sprawling. When I thought I understood, I wondered what' was 1110ve . Pt.l l:.;g,c
gling with his texts, I experienced the full force _Of s'ymbollc vio en.cc?.l 1cl
Bourdieu is not only the great analyst of symbolic violence, .bu't he is also the
great perpetrator of symbolic violence, cowing us into bel.xevmg t?mt some
great truth is hidden in his work. For many years I was antl-Bourc'heu.
Taken individually his works are incomplete, but as the pieces carFC
together I began to see the vision that arose from his theory of symb(? ic
violence—a breathtaking panorama stretched before me. On%y by putt'mg
symbolic violence and its ramifications into conversation Yvnth memtz
those enemies from whom he borrowed so much, could I begin to grasp .an
then grapple with the ambition of his theoretical mosaic. "ﬂ.w con;exs‘m(.)ns
began as a mischievous game, but little by little the pace qulckene' , turning
into a trot and then into a headlong gallop as I became absorbed in my own
game, obsessed with Bourdieusian theory. The Bourdieusian lens rose e.ver
more powerful, ever more paradoxical, posing a new challenge to Marxism
and giving a new meaning to sociology. . ' o
In the United States, as in other countries, sociologists grew increas-
ingly receptive to Bourdieu over time, to the Point that he i's 'nzlw ox?elof thtz
discipline’s most-cited figures (Sallaz and Zavisca 2007). Critical sociologis
of education such as Annette Lareau (1989) were among thc' first adoPters’:
extending Bourdieu’s early research on “schools as repro#uctxon machines:
As more of Bourdieu’s books became available in English, scholars began



